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MEDICAL STUDENTS’ MISSIONARY 
CONFERENCE. 


Three important movements among as 
many distinct classes of students have been 
inaugurated during the past four years for 
the promotion of Foreign and Home Mis- 
sionary interest. 

During the spring of 187% the attention of 
the members of College Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations was called to the fact that 
their form of organization is admirably 
adapted to the work of arousing and de- 
veloping missionary interest among students. 
From that time until now the importance of 
missionary zeal and methods of promoting 
it have been vigorously discussed, and 
the missionary meeting is one of the most 
regular and interesting in all of the leading 
College Associations. As a result of this, the 
attention of students is being intelligently 
directed to mission fields, and some have, to 
our certain knowledge, decided to enter the 
foreiga work, 

During the fall of 1880 an Inter-Seminary 
Missionary Alliance was formed, which has 
already held three annual meetings. The 
Alliance embraces over fifty Theological 
Seminaries, including atl of the leading ones. 
A system of correspondence and publication 
is maintained, and the missionary fire has 
been kindled upon many altars and re- 
kindled upon many others. 

And now a third movement is perceptible 
among a class of men whose co-operation in 
the extension of Christ’s cause will be most 
potent when thoroughly enlisted. Medical 
students are listening to the call of the Great 
Physician. Their first Conference has just been 
held at Lake Forest, Ill. Fourteen students, 
representing six Medical Colleges in Chicago, 


were present. As many more delegates, in- 
cluding six college and two theological stu- 
dents, were in attendance, The entire time 
was not devoted to the consideration of 
missions. Saturday forenoon and part of the 
afternoon were consumed in discussing the 
students’ prayer meeting, the College Bible 
class, individual work, etc. 

The missionary theme was opened Curing 
the second session, and was adhered to until 
the close of the Conference. 

The need of medical missionaries was con- 

sidered. / fter the topic was opened it was 
discussed in a conversational manner, and 
\the character of the questions asked indi- 
| cated more than a passing interest on the 
part of the questioners. A brief sketch of 
the work of the medical missionary Grant 
was presented, which was followed by an 
experience meeting, participated in by those 
who are preparing for medical missionary 
work. This was succeeded by a Bible read- 
ing on the topic, ‘* The Great Physician,” 

In the meeting on Sunday morning, will- 
ingness to go ANYWHERE at ANY TIME to do 
ANYTHING for Christ was made the test of 
real, acceptable consecration. The young 

_people’s missionary meeting in the evening 
afforded an actual demonstration of what the 
students in any college can have if they will. 

This Conference is but the beginning of 
a movement fraught with wonderful sig- 
nificance to the cause of missions, Twelve 
thousand medical students are in the one 
hundred Medical Colleges of our country. 
Several thousands of them are Christian men. 
/Many of them would doubtless enter the 

' work of medical missions if the cause were 
| laid upon their hearts. 


J was sick and pe disitedD me. 
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The next International Convention of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations meets at 
Milwaukee, Wis., May 16-20, 

A very large delegation of College stu- 
dents will be present. 
ciation in the United States and Canada 
should send a delegate. The distance of 
some colleges from Milwaukee may seem to 
many to be an insuperable difficulty in the 
way of representation. Don’t decide that it is 


insuperable until you have fairly faced the | 


difficulty. 


thousand miles to every Convention which | 


has been held since 1877, 
doubtless have some from that distance at 
Milwaukee, 
matter into careful, prayerful consideration, 


and the probabilities are that the majority | 


will be represented. 


-—— 0”—— 


This BuLLetrnN is largely devoted to re- 
ports of College Conferences. 
successful ones have been held recently, and 
we call special attention to their proceed- 
ings and results. The Inter-Collegiate work 
has, we believe, reached a stage in its devel_ 
opment when such Conferences are a neces- 
sity, and should be held with greater fre- 
quency. 


— 


The College Secretary will be occupied 
during the greater part of March in a tour 


of visitation among the College Associations | 


of New York and Michigan. 
——o 


The results of the Day of Prayer for Col- 
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The College Bulletin 


Every College Asso- | 


College delegates have come a | 
and we shall | 


Let every College take this | 


Several very | 
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ceived such a blessing as its students and 
| faculty expected. According to their faith 
| (the faith that works by love) so has it been 
junto them. To be sure the results were not 
| always great. Many, however, date the be- 


ginning of mighty revivals from that day. 


——o0 


_the New England College Conference is as- 

embling. A full report will be given in the 
| March number. Delegates have been ap- 
| pointed from every leading college in New 
| England. 


| As the February BULLETIN goes to press 


—- -— ()— 


| Fifteen hundred students have already 
availed themselves of the College Vacation 
| Ticket. 
——_9 

The tour among Ohio Colleges was an ex- 
| ceedingly pleasant one, and was the most 
| profitable one the Secretary has yet made 
'in any State. The Colleges had fully ar- 
ranged the meetings in exact accordance 
| with the suggestions of the State Secretary. 
It is very important that the suggestions 
| offered by Secretaries concerning their pro- 
posed visits be followed out. Sometimes an 
effort made to improve upon their sugges- 
tions by’ one inexperienced in such matters 
defeats the purpose of the visit. 


o— 


The Young Women’s Christian Association 
| of Otterbein University was represented at 
the Ohio Convention by eight of its mem- 
bers. They testified to the benefits resulting 
from a separate organization for the purposes 
of Christiar work in a co-educational insti- 
tution. The account of their work was re- 
ceived with great interest, and awakened the 
inquiry : Why do not more of our colleges 


organize similar associations ? 
| 


— 
IOWA CONFERENCE, 

The Corresponding Secretary of Parsons 
College Y. M. C. A., where the above Con- 
| ference was held, January 12-14, reports a 

most successful meeting. Thirty-five del- 
| egates represented ten Colleges and several 


neighboring city Associations. Robert 


leges in January are apparent onevery hand. | Weidensall, Secretary of the International 
Every College which observed this day re- | Committee, was present and rendered in- 
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valuable aid. General Secretaries Messer, 
of Peoria, Ill., Woodford, of Davenport, 
Ia., Ege, of Burlington, Ia., and Mr. 
Shields, President of the last Iowa Conven- 
tion, were in attendance, and contributed to 
the interest of the meetings. 

The following topics, which we clip from 
the programme, indicate the practical char- 
acter of the discussions: Duties and Quali- 
fications of the President; Relation of town 
and College Y. M. C. A.’s; Bible Training 
class; Devotional Meetings; How to Arouse 
and Sustain an Interest in Missions; Personal 
work, its power and methods. 

As ia the Wisconsin Conference, so in that 
of Iowa, the Sunday services were of deep 
interest, and bore immediate fruit. A num.- 
ber of students accepted Christ during the 
afternoon meetings, and a work was begun 
which has already resulted in a rich blessing 
to the Col.ege where the Conference was held. 


— = 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


The students of Wisconsin have held their 
first Conference. We do not attempt to 
gather up the results. Only the light of 
eternity will reveal the effects of the influ- 
ences which were set in operation by the 
small band of Christian students who gath- 
ered at Milton College, January 12-14, from 
eight points in the State, and continued for 
two days in prayer and conversation con- 
cerning the cause of Christ in their Colleges. 

Prof. Baldwin, of Ripon College, Chairman 
of the College Work in Wisconsin, presided 
over the meetings. He was assisted by State 
Secretaries Lewis, of Wisconsin, Brown, of 
Illinois, Professors Birge, of the Wisconsin 
University, Sawyer, of State Normal at 
Oshkosh, Whitney, of Beloit, Rankin, of Car- 
roll Academy, and the College Secretary. 

The programme of the Conference was 
very much like that of similar Conferences 
in other States. The topics which are so 
frequently considered in connection with the 
work of the College Association were all 
thoroughly treated. Very little speech- 
making was indulged in during these discus- 
sions. Questions and answers were the order 
of the day. In addition to the discussion of 
the College Bible Class, prayer meeting, 
Missionary meeting and individual work, 
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considerable information was imparted con- 
cerning the general Association work, and 
the Day of Prayer for Colleges was thoroughly 
discussed, 

The devotional meetings formed the chief 
part of the exercises, and it was in connec- 
tion with these that the greatest results ap- 
peared. The services on Sunday and the 
immediate fruits they yielded made the day 
one never to be forgotten by those in at- 
tendance. The preaching of the Word, the 
individual appeals, the fervent prayers and the 
earnest testimonies of Christians, so wrought 
upon the unconverted students as to lead 
scores of them to ask, ‘‘ What must I do to 
be saved ?” Before the day ended between 
forty and fifty professed faith in Christ, and 
their example has since been followed by as 
many more. 


This year will long be remembered as one of 
great spiritual blessing by the students of 
Wisconsin. 


a Qa 


OHIO CONVENTION. 


The College sessions of this Convention 
were marked by some features so important 
as to demand more than passing notice. 

The number of students in attendance ex- 
ceeded that of any College delegation ever 
present at a State Convention, and only 
lacked three of equaling the last Interna- 
tional Conference. Eighty students and 
three professors represented thirteen of the 
sixteen Ohio College Associations. When we 
recall the fact that only twenty-five students 
composed the first College Conference at the 
International Convention in Louisville, in 
June, 1877, when the Inter-Collegiate move- 
ment was inaugurated, and see over three 
times that number assembled in a State Con- 
vention after less than six years’ develop- 
ment of the work, we observe one of the 
indications of progress in this important 
enterprise, 

The discussions of the College work ex- 
ceeded in definiteness and scope those of 
any Convention we have ever attended. 
One entire evening was devoted to its public 
presentation. President Payne, of Ohio Wes- 
leyan University, de)'vered an address upon 
the necessity and m*tiods of organized effort. 
He was followed by fourteen students in 
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brief, pointed speeches. Professor Frost, of 
Oberlin, Chairman of the College Work in 
Ohio, conducted an animated discussion of 
three phases of the work during one of the 
afternoon sessions. His clear, concise, com- 
prehensive questions and ready answers, to- 
gether with the sharp cross-questioning 
from the students, made this not only the 
best College discussion, but the very best 
discussion of any phase of Association work 
we ever heard in any Convention. Three 
additional College meetings of an hour each 
were held after the regular sessions. 


—— 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
ASSOCIATION. 


The celebration of this Anniversary on Feb- 
ruary 8d had been anticipated with much 
interest, and a large attendance was only 
prevented by the exceedingly unfavorable 


weather. An exchange of reminiscences by 
graduate members, a consideration of the 
present and future needs of the Association, 
and a discussion of the relation of the Asso- 
ciation to the city churches were the chief 
features of the exercises. From the reminis- 
cences given it was apparent that the Chris- 
tian element in the University 1s now pro- 
portionately much stronger than it was 
twenty-five yearsago. Several of the found- 
ers of the Association gave by letter interest- 
ing of the 
which it was organized, 
In the fall of 1857 the Society of Mission- 
ary Inquiry, the only religious organization 
previously existing among the students, 
yielded to disintegrating influences. At 
the close of that year an increased re- 
ligious interest was felt, and a desire arose 
for a new form of organization under which 
this interest might be further promoted. A 
Christian woman living in the city, whose two 
sons were then in the University, had read | 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
Its plan seemed to her admirably adapted to 
the demands of a Christian organization in a 
State institution, and through her sugges- 
tion and influence the new society became a | 
branch of the Y. M. C. A., the first formed | 
in the State of Michigan, and, it is believed, 
the first in any American College. Originally | 


accounts circumstances under 
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it had much the character of a literary soci- 
ety devoted to the discussion of topics bear- 
ing on religion and morals. This feature, 
however, seems soon to have been abandoned, 
and from the time that its exercises became 
wholly devotional it has been a_ potent 
factor in the University. Its periods of 
greatest spiritual life were the years 1866 
and 1875, which were both marked by pow- 
erful revivals. 

Among present needs, that of an, Associa- 
tion building is felt to be the most impera- 
tive. The present room will not comfortably 
accommodate the regular Sunday morning 
attendance, nor even the enrolled member- 
ship. The advantages of an Association 
building upon or near the campus were 
unanimously conceded, and as the conviction 
of its urgent need becomes more fixed it is 
very probable that active steps will be taken 
to secure one. 


—_o— —— 


COLLEGE ITEMS. 

Westminster College, New Wuiminarton, 
Penn.—A vigorous Association was formed 
here during December, and the work is being 
prosecuted with a kind of earnestness which 
ensures success, The Bible Class is one of 
the most prominent features of the work. It 
meets in five sections on Sunday afternoon 
for three weeks, and on the fourth Sunday a 
union meeting is held, and the different sec- 
tions are enabled to compare results and get 
much valuable help. 

We cordially welcome Westminster to our 
number, and wish the example of this young 
Association were imitated by all the older 
ones which have not organized for Bible 
study. 

Ohio Wesleyan University, DrLawanre, 
Onro.—A great revival is in progress here. 
Over 200 students have professed Christ 
during the past month. 

Medical Students, BaLtimore, MARYLAND.-—- 
A meeting of the medical students in this 
city was held in the rooms of the Y, M. C, A. 
on the Day of Prayer, in January. About 
100 were present, and the interest was good. 

Otterbein University, WesTERvILLE, On10.— 
A revival of remarkable powre is in opera- 
tion here. It began on the Day of Prayer 
for Colleges. 





